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Description

The attached patch changes the main menu from the traditional tab style to an indicator style.

The current tab-based design feels somewhat outdated, and the goal of this change is to simplify the main menu and give it a more

modern appearance.

The indicator color was set to light blue, which harmonizes with the header and gives a calm impression

To improve the visibility of the active menu, the indicator was made slightly thicker (5px) and the text was set in bold

The indicator color on hover inherits the hover color from the current tab design

To make hovered tabs more noticeable, a subtle white text-shadow was added to create a faint glowing effect

To further improve the visibility of the indicator, a text-shadow in the same color as the header was added to the header

Current design:
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New design:
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History

#1 - 2025-09-14 11:58 - Holger Just

Thank you for working on this. The advantage of the current tab style is that is is visually very clear which tab is selected due to the inverted

background of the tab.

With just the colored underline, I have a harder time to detect the currently selected tab with a quick glance. While this style may look "more modern",

I personally see it as a step back from a usability perspective, unfortunately.

The "contrast" between the active tab and the inactive tabs could possible be increase by "dimming" the non-active tabs, e.g. by setting their text size

to a light grey or generally by highlighting the active tab with color. However, again I fear that this will reduce the visible contrast and thus usability

overall.

In general, I'm not a huge fan of the current trend of subtle and reduced indicators in "modern" UIs as they tend to have poor usability, both for able

people but even more so for visually impaired users. In fact, I believe that the tabs and its general style we have right now in Redmine is one of the

strong points of Redmine's UI as it strongly structures the projects and settings pages. Also, I believe the concept of tabs is well established and is

known and understood by most users and is sufficiently "cross-platform" to work for users across most current platforms and UI paradigms.

#2 - 2025-09-15 10:18 - Go MAEDA

Thank you for your comment. I will look for another approach to improve the appearance.
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